A Service of Installation Presbytery of Milwaukee

A Commission of the Presbytery of Milwaukee, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), conducts the Service for the Installation of the Pastor/Associate Pastor.  The service shall focus upon Christ and the joy and responsibility of the mission and ministry of the church. This service is from the new Book of Occasional Services.

WELCOME - Moderator

The Commission Moderator could say:

Good Morning/Afternoon/Evening.  My name is_____________ and I am the Moderator of the Presbytery of Milwaukee.  In this role I am also the Moderator of the Commission, which has the privilege of installing your new pastor at this special service of Worship.

This event is one of the unique features of the Presbyterian connectional system.  So I want to bring you greetings from the other 43 churches that make up the Presbytery of Milwaukee. In part the elders and ministers who are on the Installation Commission represent them today.  We look forward to meeting many of you in the time of fellowship, which will follow the service.

Your participation in this installation is very important too, as you affirm your call to this new pastor to share with you the ministry and work of Jesus Christ.  As the Presbytery of Milwaukee we all share as a significant part of Christ’s Church.  Let us pray that this special worship event today will mark a new beginning of what God will be doing through the Presbyterian Christians in this place.

GATHERING

GREETING AND CALL TO WORSHIP

 The Lord be with you.


And also with you.

Clap your hands, all you people;


shout to God with loud songs of joy.

For the Most High is awesome,


a great sovereign over all the earth.

It is good to give thanks to the Lord,


to sing praises to your name, O Most High.

Psalm 47:1,2; Psalm 92:1

OPENING PRAYER
Almighty and eternal God, by your grace you have called us in this time and place to be your servant people as we follow our servant Lord. Make your Holy Spirit move within and among us that together we may live a new life in the crucified and risen Christ. Bind us together in faith, so that as we receive all spiritual gifts needed to fulfill our calling, we may support one another in common ministry, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen
HYMN

CALL TO CONFESSION  
1 John 1:8, 9
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us confess our sin to God. 
CONFESSION OF SIN 

Almighty God, by water and your Holy Spirit you baptized us to be your own and called the church into being. We confess that we hold back the love of your Spirit among us. We do not listen for your word of grace, speak the good news of your love, or live as a people made one in Christ. 

Silent prayers of confession may be offered.

Have mercy on us, O God. Transform our lives by the power of your Holy Spirit and make strong our common witness to the one Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
Eph. 2:4, 5a, 6a, 8
God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which God loved us, even when we were dead through our sin, made us alive together with Christ and raised us up with him. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.  Amen.
THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION


Scripture reading


Scripture reading 
SPECIAL MUSIC

GOSPEL READING

SERMON

HYMN

INSTALLATION

SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE
Romans 12:4-8,11


As in one body we have many members, 


and not all the member have the same function,



so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 

and individually we are members one of another.


We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:



prophecy, in proportion to faith;


ministry, in ministering;



the teacher, in teaching;


the exhorter, in exhortation;



the giver, in generosity;


the leader, in diligence;



the compassionate, in cheerfulness.


Let us not lag in zeal,


but be ardent in spirit, serving the Lord.

STATEMENT ON THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH        Based on Book of Order G-3.0200


We are called out by God to be the Church of Jesus Christ, a sign in the world today of what God intends for all humankind. In our life together we are to display the new humanity that God offers everyone in Jesus Christ. We are to be God's new creation, holding out to all people a new beginning, as sin is forgiven, reconciliation accomplished, and dividing walls of hostility are torn down. 

This is our calling as the body of Christ, to be fulfilled corporately and individually.


In Word and Sacrament we are to proclaim the good news of salvation, to present the claims of Jesus Christ on people's lives, and to be Christ's faithful evangelists, making disciples, demonstrating God's love, and taking part in God's activity in the world.

We are to minister to the needs of the poor and powerless, struggle for justice and freedom, give of ourselves and our substance to those who suffer, and share with Christ in establishing his just, peaceable, and loving rule in the world.

We are to undertake the church's mission, willing to risk everything and trust God in all things. The church of Jesus Christ is called to a new openness: to the powerful presence of God in our midst; to the diversity of the community of faith;  to possibilities and perils of our institutional life; and to God's continuing reformation of the church worldwide.








From the Book of Order G-1.0200

The great ends of the church are

· the proclamation of  the gospel for the salvation of humankind;

· the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God;

· the maintenance of divine worship;

· the preservation of the truth;

· the promotion of social righteousness;

· and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.

STATEMENT ON INSTALLATION


The ministry of the church is shared by pastor and people,


so that all together may fulfill the mission


to which we are called in Jesus Christ.


The particular responsibility 


of the ministry of Word and Sacrament


is to build up the church and serve the people of God,


so the Word may be rightly proclaimed


and the sacraments rightly celebrated.


The call to this ministry has been extended by the congregation,


accepted by the candidate,


and approved by the presbytery.


Therefore the Presbytery of Milwaukee, by means of this commission,


now proceeds to install ___________ as pastor/associate pastor of __________Church.

The Moderator of the PNC brings the pastor-elect before the people and presents him/her to the people saying:

In his/her baptism __________________ was clothed with Christ.

He/She was ordained to the ministry of Word and Sacrament by the Presbytery of __________

and is now called by God through the voice of this congregation to serve as pastor/associate pastor with the people here.



We remember with joy our common calling to serve Christ,



and we celebrate God's call to our brother/sister, ____________



to serve among us as our pastor.

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS

Commission Moderator to Minister:

a.   Do you trust in Jesus Christ your savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit?

b.  Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit,
the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the church universal, and God’s

word to you?

c.  Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as

expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what

Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions

as you lead the people of God?

d.  Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and continually guided by our confessions?

e.   Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline?  Will


you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering


of God’s Word and Spirit?

f.  Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, 

and work for the reconciliation of the world?

g.  Do you promise to further the peace, unity and purity of the church?

h.  Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination and love?

i.  Will you be a faithful minister, proclaiming the good news in Word and Sacrament,


teaching faith, and caring for people?  Will be active in government and discipline, serving in


the governing bodies of the church; and in your ministry, will you try to show the love and justice


of Jesus Christ.

An Elder shall ask the congregation the following questions.   (People standing)

a.  Do we as members of the church, accept (Name) __________________________ as

our pastor (associate pastor), chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to guide

us in the way of Jesus Christ?

b.  Do we agree to pray for him/her, encourage him/her, to respect his/her decisions, and to follow as he/she guides us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church?

c.  Do we promise to pay him/her fairly and provide for his/her welfare as he/she works 

  
among us; to stand by him/her in trouble and share his/her joys?  Will we listen to the word 


he/she preaches, welcome his/her pastoral care, and honor his/her authority as he/she seeks 


to honor and obey Jesus Christ our Lord?

The Act of Ordination:

Moderator (addressing the congregation): All teaching elders and ruling elders present are invited to come forward and participate in the laying on of hands. The candidate kneels and the teaching and ruling elders place their hands on the head of the ordinand.
The following or a similar prayer shall be offered by one:

Gracious God,

pour out your Spirit upon your servant ______________________, whom you called by baptism as your own. Grant him/her the same mind that was in Christ Jesus. Give him/her a spirit of truthfulness rightly to proclaim your Word in Christ from pulpit, table, and font, and in the words and actions of daily living. Give him/her the gifts of your Holy Spirit

to build up the church, to strengthen the common life of your people, and to lead with compassion and vision.

In the journey of faith and for the work of ministry, give to your servant ___________,  and to all who serve as pastors among your people, gladness and strength, discipline and hope, humility, humor and courage, and an abiding sense of your presence.

The laying on of hands is completed.  The ordinand stands.

Moderator (addressing the ordinand):  ______________________, you are now ordained a Teaching Elder in the Church of Jesus Christ and installed as pastor/associate pastor/

designated pastor of the _______________________________ Church.  Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  
(Colossians 3:17)

Then the members of the presbytery, and others as may be appropriate, shall welcome the new minister into the ordered ministry of Teaching Elder.

PRAYER OF INSTALLATION ( pastor-elect/associate-elect) ordinarily stands if able, facing the congregation, if possible.

Declaration of Installation

Moderator:
N_______________as a minister of Word and Sacrament in the church of Jesus Christ, you are now installed as pastor/associate pastor of  this congregation. Be faithful and true in your ministry so that your whole life will bear witness to the crucified and risen Christ.

Welcome


(The newly installed pastor is greeted by members of the presbytery commission, saying:

___________________, welcome to this ministry.)

CHARGE TO THE NEWLY ORDAINED AND/OR INSTALLED PASTOR

CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION

HYMN

SENDING

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION (The newly installed pastor stands before the people and pronounces the following or other appropriate charge and benediction.)

HYMN
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