
Rev. Anderson invited on Peacemaking Trip to Israel and Palestinian Territories, April 16-25, 2018 
  
Rev. Dee Anderson was recently invited to join a peacemaking trip to Israel and the Palestinian 
Territories. He shared some of the particulars of the journey in the following message, pre-journey: 
Whenever we talk about Israel and Palestine, two themes repeatedly arise: hopes for Peace and 
Justice. Rabbi Marc Berkson of Congregation Emanu-El B’ne Jeshurun has invited me as a partner and 
guest clergy on a Peacemaking Tour of Israel and the Palestinian Territories. The trip is sponsored by 
Interfaith Partners for Peace. 
  
Interfaith Partners for Peace journeys to the Holy Land with Jewish and Christian clergy to experience 
the land and its people as they do themselves. We will open our hearts and minds to one another and to 
the amazing people we will meet along the way—including Christian, Jewish, and Muslim religious 
leaders, Israeli and Palestinian officials, journalists, scholars, civic leaders, and next-generation social 
entrepreneurs.  
  
We will encounter the many narratives of Israelis and Palestinians and we will hear from partners there 
who are working to build a more peaceful and secure future for both peoples. We will travel to both 
Christian and Jewish holy sites within the Holy Land. We make sure to travel both sides of the Green 
Zone in order to get all sides of the narrative. Along the way we will study the sacred texts that make the 
land so special.  
  
I am grateful for this remarkable opportunity. 
Dee Anderson, West Granville Presbyterian Church, Milwaukee 
 
Dee shared his observations after the trip with the following: 
What do you get when Ten Rabbis and Ten Ministers travel together for Ten Days? An extraordinary 
experience. 
 
Rabbi Marc Berkson and I were invited to join Interfaith Partners for Peace to travel in discovery and 
dialogue through Israel and the Palestinian Territories. We were invited to visit ancient sites sacred to 
Jewish and Christian Traditions. At each site we shared discussion, study and devotion reflective of our 
traditions.  
 
We were invited to embrace the “Multiplifacted complexity” of Jewish/Palestinian relations. Even the 
language one uses to identify the people can reflect deeper political realities. The Reverend Dr. Yohanna 
Katanacho, Dean of the Nazareth Evangelical College describes himself as an Arab, an Israeli, a Christian 
and a Palestinian. Each label describes a layer of the complexity. In Jerusalem, we visited Yad Veshem, 
the World Holocaust Memorial Center and shared prayers of remembrance, peace and justice.  
  
At Bethlehem we received a tour of the security wall by a retired Israeli Defense Force Colonel who over 
saw its construction. Inside Bethlehem we met with The Rev. Dr. Munther Isaac of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Christmas Church of Bethlehem. On Shabbat evening, we prayed at the Western Wall and on 
Sunday morning we worshiped at St. Gregory’s Episcopal Cathedral. 
  
I am grateful for this opportunity and will continue prayerful reflection and engagement. 
  
Dee Anderson, West Granville Presbyterian Church, Milwaukee 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 


