Laboring Inside/Outside the Bounds of Presbytery
Presbytery of Milwaukee
Ministers who are members of other presbyteries in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) or who
are members in good standing of other Christian churches may be invited to conduct
occasional workshops, preach and participate in worship services within the bounds of this
presbytery without prior approval of the presbytery or the committee on ministry under the
following circumstances:
• An invitation has been issued by the pastor and session of a particular church, by a
governing body of the church, or ecumenical agency related to the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.).
• The service is of a limited nature and does not constitute a continuing relationship
between the minister and the particular church or agency.
• Ethical standards, accepted by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), are observed.1
• Ministers in good standing from churches that are party to the Formula of Agreement2
may preside at worship and officiate at the Sacraments when invited by a governing
body of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), provided such service is reported at least
annually to the presbytery through the committee on ministry.
• Ministers in good standing of other Christian churches (not party to the Formula of
Agreement) may assist at but may not preside at Sacraments without the prior
approval of the committee on ministry.
Minister members of the Presbytery of Milwaukee may accept occasional invitations to
conduct workshops, preach and participate in worship services within the bounds of another
presbytery without prior approval of the presbytery or the committee on ministry under the
following circumstances:
• An invitation has been received from the pastor and session of a particular church, or
from a governing body of the church, or from an ecumenical agency related to the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
• The service is of a limited nature and does not constitute a continuing relationship
between the minister and the church or agency.
• Ethical standards, accepted by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), are observed.1
• Service outside the bounds of the Presbytery of Milwaukee is reported annually to the
presbytery through its committee on ministry.
• Labor within the bounds of another presbytery has been approved or reported as
required by that presbytery. (The minister is responsible for compliance with
requirements of the other presbytery. Failure to obtain necessary permission will be
addressed by the committee on ministry.)
For the peace and harmony of the whole church, the presbytery cautions ministers about
accepting frequent invitations from churches that they have previously served.
1See ethical standards adopted by General Assembly and recommended to other governing
bodies. 2The following churches have adopted the Formula of Agreement: Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, Reformed Church in America, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and
United Church of Christ.

